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Installing Zotero
• Install the program

• Install the Zotero Plugin for your favorite browser

• Interaction with your word processor will install
automatically – check it by opening a file

https://www.zotero.org/

https://www.zotero.org/download/connectors
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Zotero online
For sharing, synchronizing and web access:

Register if you like: https://www.zotero.org/
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Today
• Intro to Zotero

• “Managing” literature

▪ Folders

▪ Tags

▪ Data Quality

• Staying up to date: rss

• Opportunities for discussion: Share your best tipps! 
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Why do we cite?
• To avoid plagiarism

• To acknowledge the intellectual contribution of others

• Citing reliable sources supports your argument and strengthens the validity of your
work

• To let others verify your sources or dive deeper into the topic

• Show scope of your research: By citing relevant and diverse sources you show the
depth and breadth of your research

• To contribute to academic dialogue: Connect your research to a larger scholarly
conversation, building on and adding to existing knowledge
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Has this happened to you?
• It is Friday afternoon and you just need to finish the

reference list of your paper…

• You need to juggle more than one citation style and you
simply can‘t remember where to put the commas, titles,
hyphens …

• You have this one great quote in your paper – but you
cannot remember where you found it…
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Getting to know you
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How do you manage your references?
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“Pre-Zotero-Workflow”
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“Pre-Zotero-Workflow”
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“Pre-Zotero-Workflow”
Typical problems:

• Folders full of cryptically named pdfs

• No connection between metadata, the files, your notes

• Copy-paste for citations and references

• Collaboration is difficult (e.g. hard to share papers and metadata together)

• Tedious re-formatting if you need to change the citation style
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How can Zotero help?
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Collect references from the web
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Manage references
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Add citations in your word processor
15



References in the correct style
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Synchronize & collaborate
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Advantages of Zotero
• Open source

• Works on all operating systems

• Works in many browsers

• Works with different word processors

• Lets you collaborate

• Lets you sync your database with the cloud
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Let’s begin
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Summing up
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This was just the beginning
• Revisit your set-up: Now is a good time to optimize your Zotero

• Lots of Plug-ins

▪ Scite (Shows no. of citations: Supporting, Contrasting, Mentioning)

▪ Better Bibtex (for LaTeX users)

▪ Better Notes (More features in note taking)

▪ Find available Add-Ons in Zotero: https://www.zotero.org/support/plugins
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Links
Zotero documentation: 

Plagiarism (don‘t do it): 

Citation styles: 

https://www.zotero.org/support/

https://plagiarism.org/

https://www.zotero.org/styles/
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More Classes
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Thank you!
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